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Life and Teachings of Lord Swamindardayan
(Radio Talk : 10 Minutes—8:00 to 8:10, Thursday 4-2-'54)
From: Nairobi -Africa
By His Divine Grace KAKAJI

It is extremely difficult to epitomise the specialities of the life
and teachings of Lord Swaminarayan, whose activities, works and
dynamic religious mass movements within 49 years of Lord's life
on this earth, could not be fully described or expressed even by
first class poets like Premanand, Nishkulanand, Bhrahméanand and
others. However, this is a humble attempt to present the crux of
our Lord's teachings and the most simple method of supreme
realisation within our span of life.

Part one gives a short account of the spiritual creative and
costructive divinely visionary character and how Sahajanandswéami
was worshipped during his life as the supreme transcendental
spiritual personified incarnation, omnipotent and all-pervading
permeating and immanent in all beings. Part two narrates the
method and mode of His discipline, devotion and form of worship
to the Supreme Lord only, who liberates the embodied spirit
permanently attached with 24 Tatvas, through His everlasting
Eternal Brahman and free souls or muktas brought by Him on this
earth for manifesting His powers, qualities and opening the way
of permanent salvation, bliss, joy and ecstacy of the highest
consummation of divine love. Jivatma becomes free from bondage,
avidya, delusions and invisible passions, lust, greed and
materialistic attachments.

Part | -

Shri Sahajanandswami was born through Dharma Dev and
Bhaktidevi in a brahmin family on 3rd April, 1781 (9th of Chaitra
Hindu Year 1837) at Chhapia in U.P and was known as
Ghanshyam in childhood.
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He gave abundant proofs of His divine power to His parents and
others. He studied Vedas, Bhagwat and other scriptures before
ten and renounced home forever and was known as Nilakantha
Brahmachari, the incarnation of celibacy. He spent over seven
years in visiting Banaras, Haridwar, Badrikeshwar and places
in South India meeting innumerable yogis and showing
supernatural dynamic powers in the Himalayas and other
centres as fully described in Holy Book 'Bhakt Chintamani' by
Nishkulanandswéami. Our Lord met Mukténand at Loj and unfurled
the unique standard of His faith and doctrines, which were
approved by Guru Ramanandswéami, who entrusted Him the sole
responsibility of His ashram and followers.

The scope of this faith is all-embracing and is open to dll
communities, sects including untouchables, Parsis, Muslims, Khojas
i.e. all aspirants irrespective of caste, creed, colour or community.
To regulate the behaviour of quite common laymen or illeterate
persons this religion lays down five injunctions, viz. abstinence
from indulging in wine drinking, eating meat, stealing, adultery
and from degrading conversion. It is'The Epistle of precepts' known
as 'Shiksha Patri' which prepared downtrodden Masses, lower
grade persons like Kolis, Kathis and Bhils for receiving divine
guidance, assistance and ultimate salvation from the cycle of birth
and death.

His philosophy is akin to Vishishtadwaita - qualified Nonduality and
lays stress on the knowledge of five tatvas-Soul, God, Maya
(illusion) Brahma and Parabrahman-comprising of the
quintessence of Sankhya, Yog, Vedanta, Bhagvat, Pancharatra etc.
It is compiled verbatim in the Holy volume styled 'Vachanamrit' by
His five saints.

At this stage, there had been more than two million followers of
Swéaminarayan Sect and the knowledge was continuously
spreading in Gujarat and Kathiawar through Gunéatitdnandswami,
known as Eternal Akshardham and Gopalanandswéami the right
hand first class first staunchest disciple, who had mastered
Ashtangyoga and other innumerable powers.



His holy mission having fulfilled, He cast off his human frame
after the existence of 49 years and 62 days on the 20th June
1830-10th day of the bright half of Jetha of year 1886.

Part 11 -

Every sincere aspirant must for his initial preparatory stage,
annihilate desire, greed, taste, ego and worldly attachments and
must substantiate moral code, knowledge, dispassion and singular
devotion at the feet of the true guide. Anything that exists in the
realm of Purush-Prakrati, from whom the whole universe comes
into existence is ever unreal and transient. Brahma and free souls
who are in tune with the Lord Parabrahman are eternally
permanent. Others fall in the cyclic migrations of birth and death
and miseries.

Brahma or Parabrahma idealises in Himself the highest bliss, holy
state of satchidanand with which every soul must-needs secure
his oneness, worship Paribrahman or Purushottam, who ever
remains Greater than the greatest and Higher than the highest.
The humble glorification of soul through God, intense belief in
the efficacy of meditation on Personal God, the indispensable need
of constant company of sages, purity of mind, body and spirit,
great reverence for co-religionists form in themselves the central
core of the religious preachings in 'Vachanamrit'. It is the Holy
volume for all the time, all the places, conditions and spiritual
stages of development, because Lord Swaminarayan epitomised
the fundamental realities of all shastras and scriptures, Bhagwat
and Gita and dictated personally in presence of various Sadhus
and realised souls. Anyone can have personal realisation and
experience of the illuminated inner real self-soul if those
preachings are followed and put into practice under the strict
guidance of Pragat Guru and Saint or Satpurush or any Realised
Jivanmukta. Kathi, Bhils and down-trodden illiterate masses
renounced their crude disposition to robbery, homicide and
adopted a high moral standard during their lifetime, as could

be seen from the transformation of Joban Pagi, Munjha and
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other known dacoits. A prostitute and many untouchables in
Jetalpur also had divine trance and salvation by putting full faith
and surrendering to our Lord with intense devotion and trust in
His sovereign of liberating the soul from ignorance and bondage
of avidya, delusions and passions.

English missionaries have praised this faith during their visits in
Guijarat and Kathiawar and eminent personalities like Henry C.
Brigg, Sir M. Williams and Sir John Malcom, the then Governor of
Bombay, praised these movements and Sir Malcom received
'Shikshapatri' gratefully and met Lord Swaminarayan on 20.2.1830
earnestly soliciting a meeting with this Divine Guide at Rajkot in
Kathiawar.

Widening of this fold upto more than three million souls marked
the solid foundation as an incarnation and still carried on by
realised souls like our Guruji Shashtriji Maharaj, Yogiji Maharai
and other saints in Gujarat and Kathiawar. It is most creditable to
say that intellectuals have been drawn to this faith to a great extent
and Doctors, Lawyers, Scientists and Cabinet Ministers like Hon'ble
Shree G.L. Nanda have adopted the inner discipline and preachings
of Lord Swaminarayan, particularly through the efforts and serene
sublime life of Shree Shastriji and Yogiji Maharaj, who by mere
thought could generate creative spiritual forces in East Africa in
the form of persons like Maganbhai and others and permeate
life's blessings for spiritual attainment without rigorous penance
or efforts.

By total surrender with disciplined behaviour, any one can have
realisation and spiritual bliss, joy and inner harmony during one's
lifetime and all those aspirants are requested to contact Shri Yogiji
Maharaj on His arrival in East Africa during August on the most
auspicious occassion of opening the New Swaminarayan Temple
and Maganbhai Cultural Library at Mombasa.

May our Lord Swaminarayan shower His blessings for everlasting
peace and harmony in all the parts of this globe, enriching

the human life for highest happiness, joy, bliss and wisdom.



Main Specialities or Assurances by our Lord

Lord Swaminarayan is worshipped as the supreme incarnation
of all incarnations, the transcendental highest spiritual personified
divine entity, immanent in all beings and pervading the universe
through His everlasting Eternal Divinity - personified Brahma and
Jivanmuktas or free souls. He is the only spiritual supramental
dynamic character, who had given following assurances to all
aspirants and followers, who sincerely believe in Him and adhere
to His commands and orders as per His 'Shikshapatri' and
'Vachanamrits'.

(1) That He will deliver and liberate the soul at the last moment
on the point of death and give direct 'darshan' or vision along
with other Sadhus and take the lJiva to His Eternal Abode
Akshardham, which is full of bliss, joy, divine love and
permanent place in presence of illuminated free souls.

(2) That all His Satsangis will be free from the limitations of time,
space and wordly delusions or 'Maya'.

(3) That all His followers will be saved from universal hardships
and devilish forces, provided there is total surrender and unique
'Upasana’ or reverence and devotion to Him alone in adversity
or prosperity, in Good or bad external, apparent situation,
conditions or behaviour patterns.

(4) That His Sanyasins will realise the inner true being and have
his permanent communion with the Eternal Brahm during the
lifetime, through the absolute devotion and surrender to the
Pragat Guru or Realised Soul, who have permanent equivalence
with the Lord.

(5) As the illuminated Soul, others get spiritual visions and peace
of mind by working like Janak Videhi, devoid of all desires
and passions and single pointed devotion to the Lord by obeying
the commands of Pragat Guruii.

Ly
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